'tuberculosis and National Health

private nurse or the nurse who makes periodical visits, her first
duty will be the care and nursing of her patient in regard to
comfort and remedial and palliative measures. Special attention
should be given to careful records of pulse and temperature,
advice and directions as to diet, the control of coughing and the
cleanliness and ventilation of the room; and in addition to this,
the nurse who is carrying out domiciliary nursing must give
constant attention and supervision to the efficient carrying out of
preventive measures and realize the importance of her duties in
this connexion.

It is during the closing stages of the disease that the services of
a skilled nurse are most urgently required in domiciliary cases.
The progressive asthenia and emaciation, profuse perspiration,
difficulty in the expulsion of sputum, incontinence, and threatened
pressure sores, call for skilled nursing and care. A stage is
reached when the patient becomes too weak to be able to expel
the sputum cleanly, and soiling efface, hands, outside of sputum
cup, and bedclothes inevitably occurs; this calls for the exercise
of special precautionary measures on the part of the nurse and of
those in attendance upon the patient.
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